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30.—Business transacted by Express Companies in Financial Paper in the calendar

years 1921-1525.
Deacription. 1921, 1922, 1923. 1924, 1925.
$ $ H ¥ H
Money orders, domestic..............0. 47,288,811 | 50,217,071 | 27,954,590 | 26,301,078 | 63,958,113
Momeyordsrs foreign 1,404,844 | 1,467,030 | 1,507,409 | 1,469, . 1,202,338
Tra.ve]]srs‘cheques. domestic .. 540,846 o, 928 | 1,028,530 037,260 1,106,340
Travellers’ cheques, i e 224,160 311,110 521,000 577,320 1,109,253
“C.0.D.” cheques........... .. 20,600,083 ' 18,308,877 | 8,608,844 | 7,873,570 7,807,25¢
Telegraphin transiers............ 226,622 110,620 180,948 437 4T 475,410
Otherforme........covcmiianiiaianiies 619,288 486,847 430,922 882,580 T41,888
Tobal. ..o erinnnees 71,803,454 | 71,508,197 | 48, 730,43% | 38,000,125 | 64,445,055

V.—ROADS AND HIGHWAYS.

Historical.—The early roads were auxiliary to water routes as avenues of
transportation. Their use hecame common during the summer seasons, when por-
tages were necessary to avoid obstacles to river and lake travel, and during the
winters, when ice prevented navigation and snow covered the inequalities of the
ground. FEven the extensive system of waterways of Eastern Canada was an inade-
quate means of eommunication between points of settlement in a rapidly growing
colony, and the need for overland routes manifested itself in the introduction of the
gystem of common roads which prevailed under the old régime. Not only did
the crude early roads serve the needs of the settlers, but also those of the British,
French and American armies during their numerous campaigns. Regiments were
frequently employed, during times of peace, in road counstruction in different parts
of Upper and Lower Canada.

The first important highway in Canada extended along the north ghore of the
3t. Lawrence from Quebec to Montreal, being gradually completed with the growth
of the French settlement, In Upper Canada, one of the earliest roads was that
from Toronto to lake Simcoe {Yonge 8t.), eompleted in 1794 under the direction
of Gov. Bimcoe, the work being done by the Queen’s Rangers. This road not enly
gave access to the area north of Toronto, but also provided 2 more convenient route
than that of the Ottawa river from the trading posts on the Upper Lakes to the
centres of population along the St. Lawrence. Montreal was joined to Kingston
by road in 1816, and in the following vear to Toronto. Thereafter other highways
from points served by water routes to inland settlements began to increase in number,
as it became apparent that they were essential to the commercial life of the country
as o means of transporting supplies to the settlers and of bringing their products
to the central markets of the colony. The system of posts which had been estab~
lished about the beginning of the nineteenth century necessitated passable routes
between the various offices, and by 1827 a through road was available hetween
Halifax and Amhersthurg, comprising for the most part the old Kempt road, the
York road, Dundas street and the Baldoon road. From this trunk line of com-
munication, branch roads extended north and south to the more important centres
of papulation in the two Canadas.

The cost of construction of these roads was high, and travel by stage coach
was tedious and costly. As late as 1850, some points in central Ontario were still
inaceessible to any vehicle. Later years, however, have brought with them improved
mwethods of construetion and a resulting reduction in expenses, together with an



